


1st Varner Families in North Carolina 
Trying to Make Sense of the Varner Families 

---Not All Varner’s Are Related---  



The following slides represent the first known Varner’s 
recorded in North Carolina 

 
 

This version of the slideshow has commentary added to explain details given during the 
live presentation.  Also, additional information has surfaced & been added so that a more 
complete understanding is presented. 
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Adam Varner is a known son of 
Johannes “Hans” Adam Werner 

of York Co. PA.  Concluded 
because Fouts family who 

owned land next door, is a Hans 
daughter 
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This John Varner’s only known 
appearance in that county 
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Seems to be the same Henry 
Varner as earlier.  County 
boundaries changed……. 
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This Yadkin River John Varner is 
referenced in the Rev War 

pension application of Matthew 
Varner of Oglethorpe Co. GA. 
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Same Adam Varner as earlier.  
County boundaries changed……. 
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Varner’s believed to have 
later migrated from NC to 
Georgia. 
 
George Varner recorded 
in Rowan Co. by 1768 
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Only Matthew is proven to 
have been fathered by a 
Rowan Co. NC Varner……… 

Matthew Varner 
1779 
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at a Y-DNA of 4 deviation. 
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William Varner 
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Henry Varner 
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George Varner 
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Fredrick Varner 
1779 

Matthew Varner 
1779 

In 1802 William Varner 
was born in Rowan Co. 
 
William Varner is the g-g-
grand father of our 
William Virgil Varner who 
matches Billy Joe Varner 
at a Y-DNA of 4 deviation. 
 
This William Varner is the 
son of the earlier John 
Varner in Rowan, then 
Davidson Counties. 



Evidence now seems convincing that the Most Recent Common Ancestor (MRCA) between Billy Joe 
Varner & William Virgil Varner is likely NOT in North Carolina.  It is further back.  Results from 
additional tests, including the “Infinite allele mutation model” predicted MRCA between William 
Virgil & Billy Joe with a time range of 270-315 Years, with only a 50% probability. 
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How the state changed 
during this time period. 
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How the state changed 
during this time period. 
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This is the John Varner, brother 
of Matthew Varner of Georgia & 
grandfather of William Varner, 

the known g-g-g-grandfather to 
our William Virgil Varner 
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This John Varner is the son of 
Adam Varner, grandson of Hans 

Werner 



Correction To The Slideshow Presented At The Reunion!! 
 

In That Presentation I Mistakenly Represented The Father of Mathew 
Varner, Revolutionary War Soldier Who Lived in Oglethorpe Co. Georgia, As 
the Son of John Varner Of Rowan/Davidson Co. NC.  This Was Not Correct!  
The father of Mathew Varner was John Varner of Rowan Co. NC Who Lived 

“Along the Yadkin River” And Died Intestate. 
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Again, This John Varner is known 
to be the father of Matthew 
Varner of Oglethorpe Co. GA 

because of the latter's Rev War 
pension application details. 
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Comparison of Early North Carolina John Varner’s 



John Varner Sr. 

Rowan Co. 

John Varner 

Jacob Varner 

Matthew Varner 

George Varner 

Fredrick Varner 

Henry Varner 

John Varner of Rowan Co. NC. 
 

• Wife name unknown 
• Died abt. 1800 in Rowan Co. 

with no will 
• Settled in Rowan Co. along 

the Yadkin River 
• Father to John Varner, Jacob 

Varner, & Matthew Varner of 
Rowan/Davidson Counties 

• John Varner is the G-G-G 
grandfather of William Virgil 
Varner 
 

• George, Fredrick, & Henry are 
possible children of this John 
Varner 
 

Possible Children 



John Varner Jr. 

Rowan/Davidson Co. 

Nancy Varner 

Thomas Varner 

John Varner 

Lucy Varner Smith 

Polly Varner Harrison 

William Varner 

Eli Varner 

Betsy Varner Ward 

Rebecca Varner 
Cooper 

Mathew Varner 

John Varner of 
Rowan/Davidson Co. NC. 
 

• Son of John Varner who dies 
abt. 1800 in Rowan Co. 

• Owned his father’s same 
land. 

• Became Davidson Co. in 
1822 

• Wife Rebecca Davis 
• Will signed 16th Feb. 1826 
• Will proven Sep. 1827 
• William Varner is the G-G 

grandfather of William Virgil 
Varner 

• Therefore, our lines G 
Haplogroup Runs through 
this family…..  



John Varner 

Rowan/Randolph Co. 

William Varner 

Andrew Varner 

Molly Varner 

Catherine Varner 
Garron 

Millie Varner West 

Susanah Varner 

John Varner of 
Rowan/Randolph Co. NC. 
 

• Son of Adam Varner of 
Randolph Co. 

• Grandson of Han Werner of 
York Co. PA. 

• Wife Clovis 
• Signed 20th Jan. 1829 
• Proved in count, Feb. Term 

1829 
• 2 purchasers of property 

from the estate were a 
Jacob Varner & Jesse Varner 
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Mecklenburg Co. 

“None Known” 

Mother: Rebecca 

Sister: Jane McFarlin 

Sister: Marget Allison 

Sister: Sarah Mitchell 

Sister: Rebecca Mitchel 

John Varner of 
Mecklenburg Co. NC. 
 

• Will probated in 1806 does 
not mention children or wife 

• Mentions mother: Rebecca 
Varner 

• Mentions sisters: Jane 
McFarlin, Marget Allison, 
Sarah Mitchell, Rebecca 
Mitchel 

• Mentions niece Agnes Spear 
• Mentions nephew John 

McFarlin 
• Mentions nephew John 

Allison 
• Executors of the will named 

as: Moses Graves & Andrew 
McNealy 
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Shown to compare naming 
conventions between Hans 
children and the children of 
John Varner’s in early North 

Carolina 
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George 
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William Virgil Varner’s 
G-G grandfather (Our 

DNA) 
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Not the Matthew 
Varner of Oglethorpe 
Co. GA.  Too Young! 
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Sister: Marget Allison 

Sister: Sarah Mitchell 

Sister: Rebecca Mitchel 

John Varner 

Mecklenburg Co. 

“None Known” 

Mother: Rebecca 

Sister: Jane McFarlin 

Sister: Marget Allison 

Sister: Sarah Mitchell 

Sister: Rebecca Mitchel 

Hans Adam 
Warner 

Jacob 

George 

John 

Froaney 

Christopher 

Catherana 

John Adam 

The Matthew Varner of 
Oglethorpe Co. GA. 
was John Varner Jr. 

brother 



John Varner 

Mecklenburg Co. 

“No Known 
Children” 

John Varner Jr. 

Rowan/Davidson Co. 

Nancy Varner 

Thomas Varner 

John Varner 

Lucy Varner Smith 

Polly Varner Harrison 

William Varner 

Eli Varner 

Betsy Varner Ward 

Rebecca Varner 
Cooper 

Mathew Varner 

John Varner Sr. 

Rowan/Randolph Co. 

William Varner 

Andrew Varner 

Molly Varner 

Catherine Varner 
Garron 

Millie Varner West 

Susanah Varner 

Mother: Rebecca 

Sister: Jane McFarlin 

Sister: Marget Allison 

Sister: Sarah Mitchell 

Sister: Rebecca Mitchel 

John Varner Sr. 

Rowan Co. 

John Varner 

Jacob Varner 

Matthew Varner 

George Varner 

Fredrick Varner 

Henry Varner 

John Varner 

Mecklenburg Co. 

“None Known” 

Mother: Rebecca 

Sister: Jane McFarlin 

Sister: Marget Allison 

Sister: Sarah Mitchell 

Sister: Rebecca Mitchel 

John Varner 

Mecklenburg Co. 

“None Known” 

Mother: Rebecca 

Sister: Jane McFarlin 

Sister: Marget Allison 

Sister: Sarah Mitchell 

Sister: Rebecca Mitchel 

Hans Adam 
Warner 

Jacob 

George 

John 

Froaney 

Christopher 

Catherana 

John Adam 

Fredrick Varner of 
Oglethorpe Co. GA. 

Our George Varner of 
Missouri’s father? 



John Varner 

Mecklenburg Co. 

“No Known 
Children” 

John Varner Jr. 

Rowan/Davidson Co. 

Nancy Varner 

Thomas Varner 

John Varner 

Lucy Varner Smith 

Polly Varner Harrison 

William Varner 

Eli Varner 

Betsy Varner Ward 

Rebecca Varner 
Cooper 

Mathew Varner 

John Varner Sr. 

Rowan/Randolph Co. 

William Varner 

Andrew Varner 

Molly Varner 

Catherine Varner 
Garron 

Millie Varner West 

Susanah Varner 

Mother: Rebecca 

Sister: Jane McFarlin 

Sister: Marget Allison 

Sister: Sarah Mitchell 

Sister: Rebecca Mitchel 

John Varner Sr. 

Rowan Co. 

John Varner 

Jacob Varner 

Matthew Varner 

George Varner 

Fredrick Varner 

Henry Varner 

John Varner 

Mecklenburg Co. 

“None Known” 

Mother: Rebecca 

Sister: Jane McFarlin 

Sister: Marget Allison 

Sister: Sarah Mitchell 

Sister: Rebecca Mitchel 

John Varner 

Mecklenburg Co. 

“None Known” 

Mother: Rebecca 

Sister: Jane McFarlin 

Sister: Marget Allison 

Sister: Sarah Mitchell 

Sister: Rebecca Mitchel 

Hans Adam 
Warner 

Jacob 

George 

John 

Froaney 

Christopher 

Catherana 

John Adam 

This John Varner 
left no will…… 



John Varner 

Mecklenburg Co. 

“No Known 
Children” 

John Varner Jr. 

Rowan/Davidson Co. 

Nancy Varner 

Thomas Varner 

John Varner 

Lucy Varner Smith 

Polly Varner Harrison 

William Varner 

Eli Varner 

Betsy Varner Ward 

Rebecca Varner 
Cooper 

Mathew Varner 

John Varner Sr. 

Rowan/Randolph Co. 

William Varner 

Andrew Varner 

Molly Varner 

Catherine Varner 
Garron 

Millie Varner West 

Susanah Varner 

Mother: Rebecca 

Sister: Jane McFarlin 

Sister: Marget Allison 

Sister: Sarah Mitchell 

Sister: Rebecca Mitchel 

John Varner Sr. 

Rowan Co. 

John Varner 

Jacob Varner 

Matthew Varner 

George Varner 

Fredrick Varner 

Henry Varner 

John Varner 

Mecklenburg Co. 

“None Known” 

Mother: Rebecca 

Sister: Jane McFarlin 

Sister: Marget Allison 

Sister: Sarah Mitchell 

Sister: Rebecca Mitchel 

John Varner 

Mecklenburg Co. 

“None Known” 

Mother: Rebecca 

Sister: Jane McFarlin 

Sister: Marget Allison 

Sister: Sarah Mitchell 

Sister: Rebecca Mitchel 

Hans Adam 
Warner 

Jacob 

George 

John 

Froaney 

Christopher 

Catherana 

John Adam 

Our Varner G 
Haplogroup DNA 



John Varner 

Mecklenburg Co. 

“No Known 
Children” 

John Varner Jr. 

Rowan/Davidson Co. 

Nancy Varner 

Thomas Varner 

John Varner 

Lucy Varner Smith 

Polly Varner Harrison 

William Varner 

Eli Varner 

Betsy Varner Ward 

Rebecca Varner 
Cooper 

Mathew Varner 

John Varner Sr. 

Rowan/Randolph Co. 

William Varner 

Andrew Varner 

Molly Varner 

Catherine Varner 
Garron 

Millie Varner West 

Susanah Varner 

Mother: Rebecca 

Sister: Jane McFarlin 

Sister: Marget Allison 

Sister: Sarah Mitchell 

Sister: Rebecca Mitchel 

John Varner Sr. 

Rowan Co. 

John Varner 

Jacob Varner 

Matthew Varner 

George Varner 

Fredrick Varner 

Henry Varner 

John Varner 

Mecklenburg Co. 

“None Known” 

Mother: Rebecca 

Sister: Jane McFarlin 

Sister: Marget Allison 

Sister: Sarah Mitchell 

Sister: Rebecca Mitchel 

John Varner 

Mecklenburg Co. 

“None Known” 

Mother: Rebecca 

Sister: Jane McFarlin 

Sister: Marget Allison 

Sister: Sarah Mitchell 

Sister: Rebecca Mitchel 

Hans Adam 
Warner 

Jacob 

George 

John 

Froaney 

Christopher 

Catherana 

John Adam 

Hans Werner 
M201 Haplogroup 

DNA 



1st Varner Families in Georgia 

Trying to Make Sense of Varner Families 

---Not All Varner’s Are Related---  



Southeast 
United States 



 
Georgia 

 
Where we know George 
Varner of Missouri was 

born. 

Georgia 



North 
Carolina 

 
Where we know 

ancestors of William V. 
Varner were from. 

Georgia 

Rowan CO. 
NC 



South 
Carolina 

 
Where some Varner 
Families migrated. 

Georgia 

SC 



Tennessee 
 

William V. Varner’s 
family settled Gibson Co. 

before moving to 
Oklahoma. 

 
At least one different 

Varner line migrated into 
SE Tennessee. 

Georgia 

A Varner 
Line TN 

William V. 
Ancestors 



Alabama 
 

Where Varner’s from 
Georgia settled. 

Georgia 
AL 



Early Georgia 
Varner’s, 1st 

Documented in 
Georgia. 

George, Fredrick, & 
Matthew Varner arrive in 
Wilkes (later named 
Oglethorpe) Co. between 
1783-1791 



Early Georgia 
Varner’s, 1st 

Documented in 
Georgia. 

George, Fredrick, & 
Matthew Varner arrive in 
Wilkes (later named 
Oglethorpe) Co. between 
1783-1791 
 
David Varner arrives in 
Franklin Co., not before 
1784 



Early Georgia 
Varner’s, 1st 

Documented in 
Georgia. 

George, Fredrick, & 
Matthew Varner arrive in 
Wilkes (later named 
Oglethorpe) Co. between 
1783-1791 
 
David Varner arrives in 
Franklin Co., not before 
1784 

Descended from a Varner line in 
South Carolina. 



Early Georgia 
Varner’s, 1st 

Documented in 
Georgia. 

George, Fredrick, & 
Matthew Varner arrive in 
Wilkes (later named 
Oglethorpe) Co. between 
1783-1791 
 
David Varner arrives in 
Franklin Co., not before 
1784 
 
Fredrick deeds property to 
son George in 1808 



Early Georgia 
Varner’s, 1st 

Documented in 
Georgia. 

George, Fredrick, & 
Matthew Varner arrive in 
Wilkes (later named 
Oglethorpe) Co. between 
1783-1791 
 
David Varner arrives in 
Franklin Co., not before 
1784 
 
Fredrick deeds property to 
son George in 1808 

This is believed to be our George 
Varner of Missouri.  This George 
Varner, son of Fredrick does not 

appear in ANY subsequent 
records! 



Early Georgia 
Varner’s, 1st 

Documented in 
Georgia. 

George, Fredrick, & 
Matthew Varner arrive in 
Wilkes (later named 
Oglethorpe) Co. between 
1783-1791 
 
David Varner arrives in 
Franklin Co., not before 
1784 
 
Fredrick deeds property to 
son George in 1808 
 
A 2nd George Varner 
arrives in Decatur Co., not 
before 1823 



Early Georgia 
Varner’s, 1st 

Documented in 
Georgia. 

George, Fredrick, & 
Matthew Varner arrive in 
Wilkes (later named 
Oglethorpe) Co. between 
1783-1791 
 
David Varner arrives in 
Franklin Co., not before 
1784 
 
Fredrick deeds property to 
son George in 1808 
 
A 2nd George Varner 
arrives in Decatur Co., not 
before 1823 

A well documented different 
Varner line migrating into 

Alabama 



Early Georgia 
Varner’s, 1st 

Documented in 
Georgia. 

George, Fredrick, & 
Matthew Varner arrive in 
Wilkes (later named 
Oglethorpe) Co. between 
1783-1791 
 
David Varner arrives in 
Franklin Co., not before 
1784 
 
Fredrick deeds property to 
son George in 1808 
 
A 2nd George Varner 
arrives in Decatur Co., not 
before 1823 



The Below Early Varner’s of Oglethorpe Co. Georgia 
Listed Both Known Children, & Possible Children 

 
A Name was Listed As A Known Child Only If Parentage Is 

Supported by Documentation! 



George Varner 
Of Oglethorpe Co. GA 

(c. 1755 – 1827 GA) 

Known Children 

In Order of Appearance in Will 

Elmiry Sophrony Varner 

George Varner 

John Varner 

William Varner 

Fredrick Varner 

Henley Varner 

Elizabeth Varner Neal 

Sarah Varner Whitfield 

Possible Children 

Susannah Varner 

Wife: 

Elizabeth “Betsy” 

George Varner of 
Oglethorpe Co. GA. 
 

Facts: 
• In Georgia by 1785 
• Fredrick settled adjacent to 

George.  Matthew settled 
nearby 

 
Possibly: 
• Born PA or MD? 
• Lived in Rowan Co. NC? 
• Son of a North Carolina 

Varner? 
• Served in Rev. War 
• Brother or cousin of 

Fredrick or Matthew of GA? 



Matthew Varner 
Of Oglethorpe Co. GA 

(c. 1760 – 1847 GA) 

Known Children 

In Order of Appearance in Will & Challenge 

William Varner 

Matthew Varner 

Elizabeth Varner Christopher 

John Henley Varner 

Mahalia Varner Sorrell 

Susan “Olive” Varner Ellis 

Cassandra Varner Luther 

Sarah W. Varner Reese 

Wife: 

Susannah Henley 
Matthew Varner of Oglethorpe 
Co. GA. 
 

Facts: 
• Born in Maryland 
• Child of John Varner of Rowan 

Co. NC who died intestate 
• Served in Rev. War 
• In Georgia by 1791 
• Settled adjacent to George & 

Fredrick 
• Later moved further away but 

stayed in same county 
 
Possibly: 
• Brother or cousin of Fredrick or 

George of GA? 



Fredrick Varner 
Of Oglethorpe Co. GA 

(c. 1750 – c. 1830 GA) 

Known Children 

George Varner 

Edward Varner 

Possible Children 

Marcus Varner 

William Varner 

Mary “Polly” Varner 

Cassandra Varner 

Onia Varner 

Cynthia Varner 

Wife: 

Judah 

Fredrick Varner of 
Oglethorpe Co. GA. 
 

Facts: 
• Settled next to George , 

Matthew settled nearby 
• In Georgia by 1791 
• John Deeded land in Monroe 

Co. to son George in 1808. 
• George is not again located 
• Land sold by sheriff in 1826 
• Left no will or estate records 
 
Possibly: 
• Born PA or MD? 
• Lived in Rowan Co. NC? 
• Child of John Varner of 

Rowan Co. NC who died 
intestate 

• Brother of Fredrick Matthew 

This George Varner 
continues to be the only 
George in that area, 
likely to be our George 
Varner of Missouri 



Unrelated Varner Lines in Early Georgia 



David Varner 
Of Franklin Co. GA 

(c. 1788 NC – 1857 GA) 

Known Children 

In Order of Appearance in Will 

George Varner 

James Oliver Varner 

Elizabeth Varner 

Minerva Varner 

Esther Varner 

Mary E. Varner 

Sarah Jane Varner 

Mourning M. Varner 

David Derrick Varner 

John W. Varner 

Thomas Jefferson Varner 

Lewis Franklin Varner 

Wife: 

Judith Priddy 

David Varner of 
Franklin Co. GA. 
 

Facts: 
• Father was David 

Verner 
• Lived in 96th District, 

SC 
• Lived in Rhea Co. TN 
• Married in TN 
• Methodist Preacher 
• In Georgia by 1817 
 
Possibly: 
• Born in Ireland 
• Some siblings moved 

to TN 



George Varner 
Of Decatur Co. GA 

(c. 1765 NC – ???? GA) 

Known Children 

William Varner 

John Varner 

Jane Varner Kelly 

Alexander Varner 

Wife: 

Elizabeth Donaldson 
George Varner of 
Decatur Co. GA. 
 

Facts: 
• Lived in Decatur Co. 

GA 
 
Possibly: 
• Born in Ireland 
• Lived in Dublin 
• Served in Rev. War 
• Son William moved to 

Monroe Co. GA, then 
AL 

• Son Alexander moved 
to AL 



1st Varner’s of 
Georgia 

Related? 

Fredrick Varner 

George Varner 

Edward Varner 

Cynthia Varner 

William Varner 

Mary Varner 

Cassandra Varner 

Onia Varner 

Marcus Varner 

George Varner 

George Varner 

Elmiry Varner 

John Varner 

William Varner 

Fredrick Varner 

Henley Varner 

Elizabeth Varner 

Sarah Varner 

Susannah Varner 

Mathew Varner 

Matthew Varner 

Susan Varner 

John H. Varner 

William Varner 

Mahalia Varner 

Cassandra Varner 

Elizabeth Varner 

Sarah Varner 

George Varner 

Alexander Varner 

Jane Varner 

John Varner 

William Varner 

David Varner 

George Varner 

James O. Varner 

John Varner 

Mary Varner 

Minerva Varner 

Esther Varner 

Elizabeth Varner 

Sarah Varner 

Mourning Varner 

David D. Varner 

Thomas Varner 

Lewis F. Varner 



1st Varner’s of 
Georgia 

Related!! 

Fredrick Varner 

George Varner 

Edward Varner 

Cynthia Varner 

William Varner 

Mary Varner 

Cassandra Varner 

Onia Varner 

Marcus Varner 

George Varner 

George Varner 

Elmiry Varner 

John Varner 

William Varner 

Fredrick Varner 

Henley Varner 

Elizabeth Varner 

Sarah Varner 

Susannah Varner 

Mathew Varner 

Matthew Varner 

Susan Varner 

John H. Varner 

William Varner 

Mahalia Varner 

Cassandra Varner 

Elizabeth Varner 

Sarah Varner 

George Varner 

Alexander Varner 

Jane Varner 

John Varner 

William Varner 

David Varner 

George Varner 

James O. Varner 

John Varner 

Mary Varner 

Minerva Varner 

Esther Varner 

Elizabeth Varner 

Sarah Varner 

Mourning Varner 

David D. Varner 

Thomas Varner 

Lewis F. Varner 

Unrelated Varner’s 



1st Varner’s of 
Georgia 

Related!! 

Fredrick Varner 

George Varner 

Edward Varner 

Cynthia Varner 

William Varner 

Mary Varner 

Cassandra Varner 

Onia Varner 

Marcus Varner 

George Varner 

George Varner 

Elmiry (Emily) Varner 

John Varner 

William Varner 

Fredrick Varner 

Henley Varner 

Elizabeth Varner 

Sarah Varner 

Susannah Varner 

Mathew Varner 

Matthew Varner 

Susan Varner 

John H. Varner 

William Varner 

Mahalia Varner 

Cassandra Varner 

Elizabeth Varner 

Sarah Varner 

Our Varner G 
Haplogroup DNA? 

Our Varner G 
Haplogroup DNA 

Our Varner G 
Haplogroup DNA? 



We Fight An Uphill Battle Because Many Varner Lines Wish 
To Believe They Are Descendants From Varner’s in 

Oglethorpe Co. GA.  They However Have Not Provided As 
Reasonable A Documented Trail For Such A Conclusion Aw 

We Have.  Whatever The Final Outcome…….  
 

Be the one to find the answers !! 


